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30th                          NEWSLETTER  18 

Hi Everyone, 

As I sit and write this on a Wednesday afternoon, I am aware that there are only 26 days until Santa 

arrives. This year has simply flown. 

  We are now into the hot weather and I need to take a moment to remind families that we are a 

Sun Smart School. This means we apply sunscreen when we go out to play and we encourage everyone to 

wear hats. It is still a very good idea for you to sunscreen your child before they come to school and 

we will simply top up the protection here at lunch and recess. I also acknowledge that lots of our 

children don’t like to wear hats but if you supply a hat we will do our best to encourage them to wear it. 

PLEASE, PLEASE ensure hats are named.  

 Head Start Program. 

  This is just a reminder about the transition to 2018 classes that I mentioned in the newsletter 

before last…….. 

  This year we will trial a new two-week head start program. This will occur in the last two weeks 

of term. During the week beginning December 11th there will be a lot of preparation for transition to 

2018 classrooms. In the week beginning December 18th students will actually go to their 2018 

classroom with their new staff and spend the entire 4 days there. Remember, most students finish on 

Thursday Dec 21st. Our graduates will have already left school. 

  Our PLT leaders have developed a comprehensive program for this two-week transition and we 

are all really hopeful that it will help some of our highly anxious students to transition better into new 

rooms and new routines. Also, students may be more settled and happy in the holidays knowing what 

they are coming back to in 2018. I would be grateful for any feedback from families after we have 

trialled this. 

  Any concerns or questions? Call me. 

Cheers Sue. 

 

TERM DATES 2017 

Term 1…….30
th
 Jan   - 31

st
 March 

Term 2……..18
th
 April - 30

th
 June 

Term 3……..17
th
 July  - 22

nd
 Sept 

Term 4…….. 9
th
  Oct   - 22

nd
 Dec 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2017 

22nd   December 



    Mataio received his 
Principal’s Award being 

‘A Learner’  by using 
words . 

 

Cassie received her 
Principal’s Award for being 
‘A Learner’ improving focus 

& communication. 

Antonio received his 
Principal’s Award for 
being ‘A Learner’ and 

using his 
communication device. 

AWARDED TO 

Udayraj 
 
 
Udayraj received his 
Principal’s Award for being 
‘A Learner’ using his words 
successfully. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 PRINCIPAL  

    Sue Chernishoff 

Principal’s Award 

 

 

Troy received his Principal’s 
Award for being ‘A Learner’ 

making a book by using a 
computer & inserting 

photos. 

Koasigan received his 
Principal’s Award for being 

‘A Learner’ giving more 
effort completing bash & 

crash each morning. 

Melvin received his 
Principal’s Award for 
being ‘A Learner’ and 

doing outstanding work 
telling the time. 

Principal Awards continued next page:…. 



    Lauryn received her 
Principal’s Award for 

being ‘A Learner’ 
having increased pencil 

control. 

Jayde received her 
Principal’s Award for 

being ‘Responsible’ and 
engaging in classroom 

activities. 

Minh-Chau received 
her Principal’s Award 

for being ‘A Learner’ by 
participating in the 
interschool sports. 

Jayleb received his 
Principal’s Award for 

being ‘A Learner’ 
communicating with 

staff using his key word 
signs. 

 Mata received her 
Principal’s Award for being 
‘A Learner’ using her Word 

Power to communicate. 

 James received his 
Principal’s Award for being 
‘A Learner’ by playing great 

cricket. 

 Brodie received his 
Principal’s Award for being 

‘Responsible’ when 
coaching basketball, caring 

for others & showing 
confidence at community 

access. 



 

   Curtis -  Rm 16,      Phoebe - Rm 7,      Jirrah -  Rm 8 ,   

   Hunter -  Rm 32,    Nykira -  Rm 14,    Rachel -  Rm 6. 

  

Congratulations to our Little treasures.  Keep up the great work. 

Have you seen me? 

 

One of  our school ipads has gone missing and we 

are asking your help to find it. We know these 

devices are very enticing to students and they do 

occasionally go home without our knowledge.  

We would appreciate if  you could check your 

student’s bag just in case and if  it turns up, 

please return it to school. 

 

Thank you! 



 

Communication Corner! 

Modelling Language on Communication Devices 
 

When children learn language and start putting words together using speech or 

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) systems, they often make 

mistakes. 

It takes time to learn a language system. Allow your child to explore the words on 

their device. Give them time.  Keep it fun and provide lots of positive feedback.  

 

Adults can “model” (show) how sentences should sound, so if your child says a 

sentence with some mistakes, you can model and  focus on the core/key words of 

the sentence  and verbally complete the sentence for them. 

 

 Child: “Chips help”  

 Adult: “Help open the chips please” 

 

 

 

Your child gets to hear you speak the complete  sentence and you use the device 

to speak the key words. (help open chips).  

 

It is important to show that we use different words for different reasons - it is okay 

to show how to request things (“I want”). It is also  great  to show the key words to 

make comments (It’s mine), ask questions (where is?), give opinions, (I like it/I 

don’t like it), describe things, (big, small) and much more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Are you someone living at home 

with a disability who is between 

the ages of 12 – 18 years 
 

Would you like to go out and have fun while 

exploring the community during the school 

holidays? 
 
Community Care Services are Supported by Funding from the Commonwealth & Victorian 
Governments under the Home & Community Care Program. 
This program is proudly supported by the City of Casey. 
 

The Casey Kids Club is an Australian Government Funded Initiative based at Beaconhills 

Secondary College, Berwick in partnership with Blairlogie Living and Learning Inc. 

Activities enable participants to have fun while enjoying the company of others, 

experiencing new things and places.  

Holiday dates:       2018 

             2nd to 5th January; 8th to 12th January;  

             15th to 19th January; 22nd to 25th January;  

                                         

Pickup & Drop off point for activities: 

 Cranbourne Bunnings, Thompson Road, Cranbourne 

 Narre Warren Bunnings, Car park in Victor Crescent, Narre Warren 

 Beaconhills Secondary College, Berwick Campus, Kangan Drive, Berwick 

Eligibility:  This program is open to teenagers with a disability aged 12 – 18 years who live at 

home with a parent/carer. 

Blairlogie is a non-profit community service organisation that has been providing supports to people with 
a disability since 1987. 

Please call Jaye Caudwell at Blairlogie On (03) 5978 7900 or 0499 913 676 

Gravity Zone, Big Goose, 

Melbourne Zoo, Farm Visit, 

Casey Race, Bowling, Mini Golf 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM JANUARY 2018 



 

 

How Can We Help? 

AccessAbilityAustralia are very proud to bring you Access Keys.  We are the unique developer of creating increased and authentic 
inclusive access and gateways into community for people with disability, anxiety and cognitive impairment and their families, 
through the use of professionally written Access Keys.  Our Access Keys are fully endorsed by a Certified Practising Speech 
Pathologist as well as a Certified Practising Occupational Therapist. Access Keys are designed to support people with invisible 
disability as well as physical disability, social anxiety and cognitive impairments including dementia. 

Access Keys are versatile to suit all people, all disabilities. 

What is an Access Key? 

Access Keys are informative, visual ‘accessibility experience guides’.  They are descriptions of current and real life situations that 
include professional photographs contextualised with community experiences.  Access Keys help participants understand what to 
expect from a specific situation before they actually attend, help participants interpret circumstances whilst they are in attendance 
and are a great tool for fostering independent participation. 

An Access Key is a booklet presented in a Portable Document Format (pdf).  Access Keys are downloadable free of charge from 
the library page on our website as well as from the website of the clients we work closely with.  Access Keys can be printed.   

A lack of social-emotional competence can lead to a decrease in connection with community and therefore, an increase in 
isolation. Access Keys are accessibility experience guides that can help increase more confident, calm participation, enjoyment and 
connectivity within the community. 

AccessAbilityAustralia’s Access Keys can also prove to be an invaluable reflective tool for people who experience cognitive 
impairment and difficulties recalling recent events. Cognitive impairment may impact short or long-term memory 
retention.  Memory loss may include difficulty learning new information and not being able to remember past events or 
information that was once familiar.  This may lead to confusion, disorientation or recalling inaccurate, false or fabricated 
memories. Our Access Keys could not only provide structure, predictability and orientation for people who experience cognitive 
impairment but could also act as a distinctive reflective communication tool providing a pivotal link between experience and recall. 

What do our Access Keys involve? 

AccessAbilityAustralia write Access Keys in a clear, concise and meaningful tone that help participants process new concepts.   We 
determine what the mental and/or physical steps are that someone must undertake in order to make the community experience 
successful, calm and enjoyable. 

Our Access Key defining criteria and careful writing procedures ensure a naturalistic approach for participants.  Access Keys include 
clear sentences and sensory integration information that provide participants with prediction and confidence to actively attend. 

AccessAbilityAustralia support ‘authentic inclusion’.  We are about ‘you for you’ and embedding a confidence within participants 
and their families so all can enjoy what our community has to offer. 

We use current and relevant sources of information that will improve understanding for the participant as well as contextualised 
images and photos.  For participants with vision impairment, every Access Key developed is also available in large print format for 
FREE download from our library page.    In collaboration with Vision Australia, Access Keys are also available in Braille or 
audio.  Please contact AccessAbilityAustralia for further information. 

For optimum outcomes and positive experiences, we recommend obtaining Access Keys at least two weeks prior to the event 
taking place.  

Please go to our Contact Us page to register accessabilityaustralia.com/contact-us 

Who may benefit from our Access Keys? 

Below is an example of a recommended audience that may benefit from the use of AccessAbilityAustralia’s Access Keys; 

*Individuals with Down syndrome     *Individuals with Alzheimer’s    *Individuals with sensory impairment 

*Individuals with Sensory Processing Disorder *Individuals with acquired brain injuries *Individuals with dementia 

*Individuals with mental illness      *Individuals with intellectual disabilities  *Individuals with vision impairment 

*Individuals with severe language disorders  *Individuals with cognitive impairment *Individuals with autism  

*Individuals recovering from stroke    *Individuals with ADHD     .  

https://accessabilityaustralia.com/library/
https://accessabilityaustralia.com/library/
https://accessabilityaustralia.com/library/
https://accessabilityaustralia.com/new/contact-us/







