
Hi everyone, 

As you know we work very hard on both communication and 

independence skills with our students. These are both areas of priority 

in our strategic plan and annual implementation plan. Our families have 

identified these as priorities too. We are all working towards making 

our students as capable as possible to manage themselves in their 

future beyond the school gate. 

  To this end I wish to commend our school camp program to you. 

Quite a lot of families are apprehensive about sending their child to 

school camp. Camp is such a worthwhile experience. I would like you to 

reconsider this position. Camp is so much fun, the students experience 

different food and different activities. They see their friends and 

teachers in new and exciting settings and they develop their self-care 

and independence skills. Sometimes camp is the only time our students 

get to spend a night away from home and this helps build their 

resilience and ability to adapt to change. 

  Our school camp program is designed to gradually build on past experience so as the students move up 

the school, the camps offered become more complex and of longer duration. We only use accredited 

campsites. We ensure all activities are properly managed to minimise risk. The food is always delicious and 

even though so many of our students are “picky” eaters no-one has starved to death as a result of going to 

camp. 

  Please allow your child to go on camp,  I promise they will have a great time and learn lots. 

  On this topic it is also very helpful for the development of our students if they do as much as 

possible for themselves. Our more capable students CAN make their own bed, do a simple household chore 

or take on a small family responsibility like feeding a pet. Our less capable students also need 

encouragement towards independence as much as they can. This may just mean putting their arm up while 

you dress them. 

  Quite a few of our students are able to do more than we think they can. It is often tempting to just 

do everything for them as it is a lot quicker and easier to it ourselves than to encourage them to have a go. 

  On the matter of communication, I am excited to be going to the Intensive Interaction Conference 

this Friday and Saturday with a group of our staff to learn more about pre-intentional communication. I am 

so proud of the staff who are prepared to give up their valuable family time on the weekend to learn more 

to help our students. 

  Let’s all do our best to promote both independence and communication for all our students. 

Kind regards 

Sue 

 

TERM DATES 2017 

Term 1……. 30
th
 Jan   -  31

st
 March 

Term 2……..18
th
 April  -  30

th
 June 

Term 3……..17
th
 July   -  22

nd
 Sept 

Term 4…….. 9
th
  Oct    -   22

nd
 Dec 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

12
th
 June  Queens Birthday 

7
th
   Nov  Melbourne Cup Day 

CURRICULUM DAYS 2017 

17
th
  May (Student Free Day) 

22
nd

   December 

IMMUNISATIONS 

30th August – HPV 3 & Chicken Pox 
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Abraham received 
his Principal’s Award 

for being Respectful & 
showing great audience 

behaviour at the 
puppet show. 

 

Yasmine received her 
Principal’s Award for 

being Responsible 
with personal 

hygiene. 

 

 Hunter received his 
Principal’s Award for 
being Respectful and 

playing co-operatively 
with others. 

 Timbek received his 
Principal’s Award for 

being responsible when 
walking with the group. 

 Aston received his 
Principal’s Award for 

Learning to be actively 
involved in English 

lessons. 

 Atoaga received his 
Principal’s Award for 

being Responsible and 
guiding the group on 
community access in 

Dandenong. 

 Christian Rm 6,    Curtis Rm 15,     Sarah W. Rm 31,  Edona Rm 14, 

 Dylan Rm 24,    Ohmron Rm 6,   Chris P. Rm 15,   

   

 Congratulations to our Little treasures.  

   Keep up the good work. 

Jamila received his 
Principal’s Award for 
being a Learner and 

using PECS. 



 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information or to watch a video go to: http://www.nihola.com/products/flex.html 

We have a new wheelchair 
accessible bike at school. Now all 

students at Dandy Valley can 
access a bike.  

 
Seeing the smiles on their faces 

has been priceless.  

 

http://www.nihola.com/products/flex.html


 Communication Corner!  
Key Word Sign (KWS) 

At Dandy Valley, we use many Alternative Augmentative Communication (AAC) 

methods when communicating with our students (core boards, picture visuals, 

PEC’S). All of our staff use Key Word Sign (KWS) when they are talking to our 

students,  which is an AAC method.  

Benefits of Key Word Sign? 
 Helps with speech attempts 

 Promotes attention and eye contact 

 Aids understanding; signs often look like what they mean 
 

                                           Tips for Key Word Sign 

 Always use speech with the sign  

 Speak in complete sentences  

 Use facial expressions and body language 

 Sign only the key words 

In the sentence: “Go and put your book in your bag”. The 

words “book” and ‘bag” are the ‘key’ words. These are the 

words that you can sign to help your child understand your 

message. For further information and resources to support 

your learning, ask your child’s class teacher or speech 

pathologist. You can also refer to the KWS app:                                                                                                                              

Key Word Sign? 

KWS is based on a simplified form of sign. It is designed for use 

with people who have communication difficulties. KWS is not a 

sign language. Signs are often natural gestures, for example, the 

sign for ‘eat’ is completed by lifting your hand towards your mouth. 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://resources2.news.com.au/images/2012/03/12/1226297/562454-sign-language.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/breaking-news/new-app-to-translate-sign-language-into-text/story-fn3dxity-1226297563383&usg=


 

On Friday 29th April, students in the Junior School attended the Camp Quality 
puppet show, in support of one of our students living with  cancer. The puppets 
were interactive and engaging and the students laughed and giggled when they 
were hiding. Many families donated to support the program and we were able 
to raise over $100. A special thanks to Jenny Pavlov, a superstar grandparent 
who also encouraged her work mates to donate, 
raising $55. 

  Thanks to all for their support. With your 
help this terrific program will be available to 
families living with cancer in the future. 



Wanted !! 
Felt & fleece pieces of fabric, and wool for soft toy and 

gift making in Room 23. 

Please can you have a look through your scrap basket at home 

All donations welcome! 

Thankyou...Thankyou...Thankyou...Thankyou...Thankyou... 

 

 

 

 

Tiqbiz is now Flexibuzz 

You may have seen the name "FlexiBuzz" and noticed a change in logo when you 

visit your Tiqbiz app or desktop site. This is the result of the recent purchase of 

Tiqbiz by InLoop Pty Ltd, an Australian tech company with leading brands 

including Flexischools. 

  We will be continuing to use the app to communicate with you and FlexiBuzz 

will retain all of the features that were available with Tiqbiz. 

  To ensure you have the most up-to-date version of the app we would 

recommend running the app update as soon as possible. You will be prompted to 

enter the user name and password you created when you first set up Tiqbiz.  

  If you are using the desktop site, you will now go to web.flexibuzz.com 

  To ensure that you receive all relevant school news, all users should select 

the “Whole school” mailbox in additional to the relevant individual room mailbox

(es). 

http://flexischools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b55e6c6cdc64ccd957d968fb9&id=a412895540&e=290aba08be
http://flexischools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b55e6c6cdc64ccd957d968fb9&id=9c7a7f78c7&e=290aba08be
http://flexischools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b55e6c6cdc64ccd957d968fb9&id=54ea6db96c&e=290aba08be


Dandenong Valley                                                     

‘My Time’ Parent Group 
 

Provides support for mums, dads, grandparents and anyone caring for a child 

with a disability or chronic medical condition.  

Parents and Carers can: 

 Meet informally with others in similar circumstances  

 A chance to relax, have a chat and enjoy a cuppa 

 Hear from others and share ideas and experiences 

 Find out about resources and services available to families 

 Get extra parenting information and skills development 

 

Venue:                       Time:                                                                            

Dandenong Valley SDS        Tuesdays                                                                                                                                                       

Victoria Road                  9:30am - 12:30pm                                                                                                                             

Narre Warren, 3805           (fortnightly)       

 

TERM 2  

23rd   May                                                                                                                          

6th   June 

20th   June 

 

.      …                    For enquiries please call          Lynne Wood 0418 480 166 

HOT DOG FRIDAYS ARE BACK!  

P lease help us raise money to lower camp costs for the students as well as getting a lunch 

order on Fridays. 

  Order forms will be sent home each Monday and we ask that they be returned with 

payment each Thursday.   

  If you do not receive any order forms, there are forms available in the office.  

 Orders received on Fridays cannot be processed due to program commitments * 

Thank you for your support.  






